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TW DUY THO VAN CAO
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Tom tit: Van Cao cd nhung dong gop quan trong vé tho, tuy nhién viéc nghirn cieu tho ong
dén nay van con nhiéu van dé dé ngo. Tlep cdn tho Van Cao tir binh dién tw duy glup Ii gidi
chiéu sau sdng tao trong cdc sang tac cua ong, trén co so do thay duwoc swvan dong cua quan
niém, cdi nhiin va nhitng biéu hién phong phti trong thé giidi nghé thuadt Van Cao. o day
chung toi khong nhin tw duy tho nhng pham tri, ma tdp trung phan tich sie trién hién cdc sdc
thai tw duy Van Cao qua nhing thé giGi nghé thudt tho. Trén co so phwong phap hé thong va
cdi nhin lich si, bai viét nghién ciru ddc diém, dién trinh tw duy tho Van Cao qua cac chang
dwong sang tac nham chi ra sy déc déao riéng cé va nhitng déng gép ciia 6ng doi véi tién trinh
tho ca Viét Nam nhw hién dai.
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1. MO PAU

Vian Cao la nghg¢ si thién tai. Trong hanh trinh sang tao cua minh, dng c6 nhiing dong gbp Xuét
sdc trén ca ba linh vuc nghé thuat: am nhac, hoi hoa va thi ca. Thyc tién cho thay, Van Cao dugc
cong ching va gidi nghién cuou gh1 nhéan nhung dong gop 16n lao vé am nhac va mét phan cia hoi
hoa, song trén linh vyc tho ca, viéc nghién ctru va gidi thiéu Van Cao van con mot khoang tréng
kha 16n. Cac bai Vlet cong trinh nghién ctru tho Vin Cao xuét hién rai rac trén cac béo, tap chi.
Tiéu biéu trong s6 d6, chang han nhu: “Nhé Vin Cao va ciu chuyén 1am tho™ ciia Hoang Cam [1],
“Cam nhan Van Cao” cua Hoang Phu Ngoc Tuong [2], “Van Cao tho” cua Thanh Thao [3] “Ba
bién khuc ciia Vin Cao” caa Nguyén Trong Tao [4], “Van Cao 14 khat Vong cua Bang Tien [5],
“Nha tho Van Cao” cua Thién Son [6], “Tho chan thuong ciia Van Cao” cua Van Gia [7], “Van
Cao, mot tleng tho vang vang ca long ca day” cua Nguyén Hoai Nam [8], “Vin Cao tho - hdm qua
va hom nay” ctia Bui Viét Thang [9]...

Qua khao sat, chung t6i nhén thay cac bai viét vé Vin Cao chu yeu tap trung tiép can con
nguoi ti€u su, hanh trinh sang tac va the gidi ngh¢ thuat tho 6ng, trong khi van dé tu duy nghé thuat,
mot dic tinh cdt 161 1am nén ban sdc Van Cao lai chua dugc quan tdm thoa dang 0 day, chung t6i
quan niém, ban sic va dong gop cua nha tho [{rong t1en trinh van hoc khong nam ¢ hanh trinh sy
kién, hanh trinh lich st sang tac, ma & mot van dé cdt 18i: hanh trinh cua tu duy. Tu duy tho Van
Cao chiu sy quy dinh boi dic diém tim - sinh 1y, c4 tinh, kinh nghiém séng, kinh nghiém thim mi
va moi truong van hoa - xa hoi, thoi dai cta nha tho. Nét doc déo trong tu duy tho Van Cao thé
hién rd nhit trong quan niém, cai nhin va nhiing trién hién thi phap mang dam ca tinh sang tao cua
ong.

2. NQI DUNG NGHIEN CUU

Trong May ¥ nghi vé tho (1957), Vin Cao vi viéc doc mot nha tho glong nhu di theo mot dong
song 16n ma ¢ d6 “du bat dau tir khic nao, du ghé vao bén nao, chung ta déu phai nghl la nguoc lén
nguon thi duong dai 1dm, ma xudi ra bién thi bién con xa” [10]. O mot chd khac cia
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bai, ong chiém nghlem “Cudc doi va Nghé thuat cia nha tho phai la nhitng dong song 16n cang
tr6i cang thay doi, cang tréi cang mé rong” [11].

Vé tho, Vian Cao séng tac khong nhiéu (khoang trén dudi 70 bai) nhung tho la truong hop déac
biét cua 6ng. Dac biét trude hét & chd, tho Vian Cao chu yéu duoc tao sinh & nhiing thoi diém nh1eu
thang tram nhat cia cudc doi. Phan tich hanh trinh tu duy tho Vin Cao, s€ thdy su van dong cua thé
gidi nghé thuat tho va nhiing dong goép doc déo cua nha tho trong tién trinh tho ca Viét Nam hién
dai.

2.1. Giai doan trudc 1945

Trude 1945, Vin Cao chu yéu sang tac nhac va timg c6 trién 1am hdi hoa. Cac bai tho da cong
bd giai doan nay chi chimg khoang muoi bai: Li khach, Linh cam tién, Ai vé Kinh Bac, Pém ngan
Dém muwa, Mot dém dan lanh trén song Hué..., va hai ba1 tho dugc chlnh ong phd nhac thanh céc
ca khtic bat hu: Bdi tho bén sudi (ca khtic Suoz mo), Thu cé liéu. Co thé chia tho Van Cao thoi ky
nay 1am hai nhanh. Nhénh th nhat 13 nhitng bai mang am huong lang man hoai cd “dep - buon -
xa vang” pha chit tram hung bi trang, mot tong tho von di kha pho bién bay gio (kiéu To ong biét
hanh cta Tham Tam, Dam vé cua Nguyen Dinh Tién...): “Xot doi linh thi khong tén tu6i/Ca mot
nghin thdy doi ldy thanh/N6i dén cugc doi con chang tiéc/Tiéc gi mude mat don dwa anh!” (Li
khach) [12]; “Hoi nguoi cudi ngua vé Klnh Bac/T oi gui dva thw ho me gia/Cé thét song [0 t6i yeu
qud/Ngua déu chdn chay nhac cang xa” (Ai vé Kinh Bic)... Dén Mot dém dan lanh trén séng Hué,
Bai tho bén sudi, Thu cé liéu, c6 thé xem 1a nhanh thir hai, tho Van Cao di qua Tho méi, cham vao
coi tuong trung, nhuan nhi v6i cach dung nhac diéu, biéu tuong trong dién ta cam xuc, phang phat
truc giac mo hd: “Ndy ndy to dong nhip nhip doéi/ Long ndng ngon ngot lai dau méi/Nay em hat
khuc tu’ong tw nhé/Ngdam khé em oi nhe nhe loi/Sao dan u hoai gi mua thu?/Sao dan u hoai gi mua
thu?/Tri am nghe thir day dong vong/Lac long dém vang khi nhac ru” (Mot dém dan lanh trén song
Hué); “Sudi mo bén rimg thu ving/Dong mde tréi ling lo ngoai nang/Ngay chua di sao gié
vieong?/Bo xanh ngat bong déi cdy thuy duwong” (Bai tho bén sudi)...

Nhu thé, trong giai doan truge 1945 (khoang tur 1939 - 1945) mac dau khong cht tam sang tac
tho va sang tac khong nhiéu, song tu duy tho Van Cao di co su chuyén dich mau l¢ tr Tho moi
ling man sang Tho méi twong trung, mot dinh cao cia truong tho lang man. Piéu nay cho thiy
phan xa ngh¢ thuat nhay bén trong tu duy Van Cao trén con dudng sang tac va cach tan tho. Nho
do6, nhiing bai tho giai doan nay con neo lai dugc voi thoi gian.

2.2. Giai doan 1945 - 1954

Nam 1945, Vin Cao viét Chiéc xe xdc qua phwong Da Lac, bai tho danh dau bude dich chuyén
quan diém tham mi ctia Vian Cao, md dudng cho mét kiéu tu duy tho sudt quang thoi gian sau do.
The g101 tho dep, buon ‘co lieu”, “tich liéu” khep lai, nhuong chd cho mot Van Cao dén than, sat
gan v6i tiéng rén xiét, gao réo cia nhu’ng lop ngudi can lao dau kho. Lic nay, Vian Cao da la nguoi
cua cach mang, nhung bai tho dugc dng viét ra trong cam trang tinh than ctia mot thi nhan. Khac
V0’i cai nhin lang man”, “but phap tuong trung” trude day, Chiéc xe xdc qua phwong Da Lac, dudi

“céi nhin cyc thuc” va bat phap huyén 4o - kinh di d@ v& ra mot hién canh am u, mot khong gian
dia nguc ngay gitta long Ha NOi: “Ngd tw nghiéng nghiéng dom Iu’a/Chap chon ao hoa ta ma
[...)/Péi day hong ldu mé cira phan sa/Rii rugi toc nhitng hinh hai dia nguc” ... Doc Chiéc xe xdc
qua phuong Da Lgc, ¢6 cam giac nhu dang xem mot bd phim ma kinh di, ma & do moi giac quan
bi chiém ngop khlen doc gia khong it 1an ring minh ghé so. Trung tam ciia dém toi dla nguc 1a hinh
anh “chiéc xe ma”. Anh sang “chap chon”; hinh anh “rii rugi toc”, “4o thé-hoa rii ruoi lugn dém
truong”, “timg my- the rac hoi dén phu the” “dam dia ra rich”; thanh 4m “lanh ngat tleng ca nh1
phach giuc”, “chu01 tién cuoi lanh 1807, “hun hat gié”, “banh nghién nhya duorng nghe sao sao”
dong tac thay déu goi chét choc tang thuong (“vac xuong d6 s0”)... Chzec Xe xdc qua phuong Da
Lac 1amot diép khic thé luong, vo vong, mo 4o giita thé gisi nguoi séng va thé gidi chap chon dia
nguc noi
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x6m cd dau. Ciing phai ndi, trong lich su thi ca, it khi Thang Long - Ha Noi duge v€ trong canh
tang thuong nhu the.



Muia thu nam 1945, bio tap cach mang nd ra. Khong gian mién Bic xoay chuyén nhu vii bio.
Van Cao vira lam céch mang, vura lam ngh¢ thuat. Cach mang thuan chiéu cho nghé thuat mai,
nhung v6i nghé thuat noi chung thi khong phal bao gio ciing gian don nhu vdy. Trong mot lan trd
chuyén voi Hoang Phu Ngoc Tuong, ong noi: “Poi t6i khat vong nghé thuat hon 14 phai cAm sing.
Thoi 1943 - 1944, day dut cua t6i 1a cach mang hay ngh¢ thuat? Tur nam 41 t6i da [am cam tinh
cach mang nhung chua bao gio mudn tham gia mot cach dimg dan, vi lam cach mang thi phai bo
nghe thuét. Nam 1944 nguoi chét doi day duong Té1 day, t6i thay ngh¢ thuat khong con ngoc ngach
nao dé séng: cai doi & nguoi nghé si con gidy vo hon cai déi cua ngudi dan thoi do, vi day 1a cai
doéi cua ca mot dan toc. To1 nhan 161 tham gia nhap ngti” [13].

Giai doan 1945 - 1954, khac véi phan 16m cac nha tho mé€ mai reo vui, lang lang trén mat dat
Van Cao khong sur thi hda hién canh, ma kién dinh 101 tho riéng, khong hoa lan trong tiéng hat, tiéng
thet thoi dai, ngay ¢ nhiing bai tho nhin cudc doi bang con mat méi. Noi khac di, con ngudi cach
mang Vin Cao khong lan at hay che khuét con ngudi nghe si véi mdt truc giac va sy nhay cam qua
lon. Van Cao céach mang ma van rat Van Cao. Ngoai 6 mia dong 1946 1a mot thi du (khong phai
ngau nhién, ba muoi ndm sau, vao “mua xuén dau tién”, nam 1976, trong tleng nhac lap lanh reo
vui, van hién ra mot d6i mat u trim). Piém qua quang dcn budn véi chét giong tram lang 1a cach
kiém dién lich st riéng c6 ctua Vin Cao: “Em gdi Ngd Tw S6/Anh nguoi tho Nam Dong/(Bem xénh
ca khén kho/Pdp tan dan khi nhac méi ménh méng)/Xdc anh viii lira dan/Xéac em viii bén anh/Khéi
sung mo bay nhat ca xom tranh/Lua bung lén chay ruc phla do thanh/Cvua 6!/Cva 0!/Cwa 6!/Oai
hung/Dw doi” ... Dé rdi cr thé, “Bay nhi€u nguoi doi kho”, roi “Biy nhiéu ngudi dau khé d3 vuon
cao”. Duong nhu ngay ca khi vi€t trong tdm thé reo vui, lap lanh hi vong vao cudc d6i thay lich st
véi cam hu’ng st thi cao nhét, Vin Cao van chua bao gio 1a con ngum ctia s6 dong. Chinh xac hon,
6ng lu6n cam nhén dugc minh trong dam dong, nhu trude kia, 6ng cam thay minh trong sau tham
Vil try. Tleng tho cua 6ng 13n vao trong, day d6 phang phat 4nh mat u sau ctia mot nguoi wa quan
sat. Ngoai 6 miia dong 1946 (in 1948) dugc viét trong mot do Iui thoi gian. Bai tho mang dam tinh
hi¢n thyc suy tuong, vira thoi sy, vira lang sau vé mot Ha Noi hao hung, dau thuong gio xa xam
trong mién nh¢. Cau két phang phat mo ho: Miia xudn vé giita chién hao xa.

Vin Cao tdm niém, tho ca trude hét phai 1a sy dan than. Trong May y nghl vé tho, ong viét:
“Den voi cugc doi, nha tho khong chiu dung mot su may rii ma phai chu dinh thanh lap nén sy
tham mi cho ngudi doc, chii dong xay dung con ngu’cn biét tu tuong cam xuc va cam giac tinh té
nhu minh trong x& h¢i duong thoi va trong ca sau nay ’ [14]. Ong ciing thau hiéu sy nghiét ngd cua
nghe thuat: Ngu0’1 ta “khong mudn nghe lai nhiing ¥ nhu:ng 161 da cii... Nguoi ta yéu nhitng nguoi
c6 mo dudong ma that bai, yéu nhimg nguoi biét that bai ma dam mo duong” [15].

Khong con nghi ngd gi nira, didu lam thanh mot Van Cao nhu thé 1a cot cach nghe si va ban
linh cta 6ng. Nam 1949, trong cudc tranh luan vé tho khong vén tai Viét Bic, _trong s0 rat it nguoi
dung vé Nguyén Pinh Thi, ¢6 Van Cao. Quan niém nay nguoc voi cai nhin phd quat duong thoi ve
tinh dai chung trong tho, ddng thoi cling 12 sy vugt qua h¢ hinh Tho méi. Lic nay, khong gian tho
str thi chiém thé uu thang, tho ca chuyén trang thai, tir Tho méi, tho hién dai tr ve st thi huyen
thoai, Van Cao van kién nhan con duong hién dai cua riéng ong Dén day ta méi hiéu, khai niém
“d6i mov’ dung cho van hoc sau 1986 dudng nhu chi dung véi nén van hoc sir thi va nhiing quan
tinh cua n6. Trong dong chay van chuong 1945 - 1975, & nhiing khong gian hep (va khong may
duoc khuyen khich), cu chuyén d6i méi tho van 4m i dién ra, trong nhimng cin phong riéng, cua
mot sO nha tho tién phong, va boi nhitng 1y do riéng chung, da chiu khong it thiét thoi.

Lich st tao ra kiéu‘ ngh¢ si nhu Van Cao, chon 161 séng tach ra khoi dam dong, va dén luot
minh, 6ng cling goép phan tao ra cai lich su ay. Trong tho, khi c6t ngh¢ s Van Cao bdc 10 qua cai
nhin cia 6ng véi con ngudi, véi cude doi, va véi chinh tho ca. Khong phai ngau nhién, Chiéc xe
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xdc qua phuong Da Lac va Ngoaz 6 mua déng 1946 duge xem 1a nhiing thi phdm doc dao va xuat
sdc cuia tho ca Viét Nam giai doan chdng Phap 1945 - 1954.

2.3. Giai doan 1954 - 1975
Giai doan 1954 - 1975, trudng ca Nhitng ngueoi trén cira bién (1956) dong mot vai tro then chot



